
May 29, 2012 

The Jerseyville City Council met in regular session on May 29, 2012, and began at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Jerseyville City Hall. 

Roll call: Present were Commissioners Andy Macias, Yvonne Hartmann, Bill Russell, Glen Ketchum 

and Mayor Perdun.  Also present was City Attorney, George Wittman.   

Comm. Macias led the opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Comm. Russell, and seconded by Comm. Macias to approve the minutes of 

the last regular meeting on May 15, 2012. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried.  

A motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, seconded by Comm. Ketchum to approve the bills as 

presented.    Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried.  

 A motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, seconded by Comm. Russell, to approve the final plat of 

Stone Creek Subdivision, First Addition.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Bob Jones addressed the Council, concerning the occupancy ordinance. He explained that he was 

appointed by the group of landlords to represent them and present some questions to the Council. 

The following is part of that question & answer session:   (Jones) What is the necessity of the new 

occupancy codes in Jerseyville since there were already codes from 1967 and in 2001 that were 

studied, organized, voted on and passed by a 5 member committee, the council and signed by the 

Mayor at that time…and would adding to that ordinance be a more logical solution than creating a 

whole new ordinance and the standards?... (Soer)….all the old codes were updated to a better 

language and all of our building codes are the international codes, what they call a family of codes, 

property maintenance is part of that code….those are ones that are written professionally, they’re 

clearer, they stand up in court, they are a lot easier to implement….  (Jones) Is this going to be adding 

to the ordinance from 2001? (Soer) When the codes were codified, that ordinance was done away 

with, so were any previous ordinances.  Everything that we have now is on the Jerseyville website….. 

It will show you what code we are on.  (Perdun) I think some of the problem is when you hear the 

word international, but it’s simplified, professionally done and all the other codes have the 

“international” brand on them. (Soer)…. Back when I first started it was called BOCA. We had 

southern building codes. We had uniform codes.  All of them went together to make the ICC 

codes….That’s where the international came from. It’s basically all the same codes as 

before……(Perdun)…International is just the old BOCA, updated…..(Jones) Using the International 

codes as a guideline, ….how are you going to pull things from that, what are you going to use as a 

guideline to go through the houses and how far are you going to go with the code on making people 

repair things (Soer) That is where and it is my understanding…… that we are going to go through the 

book, and I will give you my interpretation….but we’ll go through it and then I tell you what we are 

going to do and we will come up with a check list….  The City of Troy was gracious enough to come 

up…because I asked them….and they had a plan in place since 2008….. I asked them to explain how 

their project works and there’s a minimum code. Again, that is what we are going for, the minimum 

code. (Jones) …..By minimum code, do you mean basic health and safety?.... How long will it take to 

go through this?  Will we have rough draft of it before it gets done and it is voted on?  (Perdun)…. 

We are going to take our time …. you will have plenty of time to make comments and go back and 

forth.  (Jones)Ok,…. To implement these codes what’s going to be the cost to the taxpayer?…. 

(Perdun)…I didn’t think there is going to be any changes in the cost….(Jones) …I mean the cost of 

adopting the code. (Soer) As far as adopting the codes, a complete set of codes runs between $8-900 

and we have to have 3 sets….so about $3000……Every 6 years you are supposed to update your code.  

If you belong as a member for $150 and the only thing is purchasing the books…..We have 2 copies 

at the Library so they keep track of them. (Jones) Do the people who do the inspections have to be 

licensed,…. do they have to be trained?  (Soer) They will be trained, it will be myself…. other City 

employees if I need back up.  (Jones)…. the ISO rating…is that benefit or does it bring down the cost 

of the insurance for just the City of Jerseyville? (Perdun)……that ISO rating is used for your 

underwriters…the underwriters write the insurance premium. So it’s not a decrease for the City, but 

for every homeowner that gets a discount….(Jones) So we as a homeowner will benefit from it. 

(Perdun)…..The ISO number on the premium is determined by the ISO rating…. The lower number, 

the cheaper the insurance for the homeowner.  (Jones)… How is this ordinance going to raise the 

standard of living for the tenant?....whenever they can hardly pay the rent now….. If we have to do 

major repairs to the house, say, the foundation is leaking, mold in the house, they won’t be able to 
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afford the rent after we fix it.  (Soer) ……those are ongoing expenses you should be incurring 

now….(Perdun) I don’t remember anybody saying anything about the standard of living, but we were 

concerned with the life-safety issues...(Jones)…. So, we need to contact you to talk about this? 

(Perdun) Many, many times, we will go back and forth.  (Jones) We will probably have meetings with 

the landlords……Right now, we would like to see this ordinance go away and not happen…..all right? 

(Perdun) Thank you very much. 

In other action, Andy Macias explained that we currently have a temporary easement around the 

pump station on County Rd, and with the IKE Grant we need to move to a permanent easement 

around that pump station to be acquired from the Southtown Group.  A motion was made by Comm. 

Macias, seconded by Comm. Russell to approve the permanent easement.  Roll call vote showed all 

ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

A motion was made by Comm. Russell, seconded by Macias, to approve the Resolution to close St. 

Hwy 67 for the fair parade on July 10, 2012,   Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

The Council agreed that the meeting on July 10, 2012, would start at 4:30 p.m. due to the fair parade 

starting at 6:00 p.m. 

New Business:  Ketchum we had a very successful opening due to the hot, hot weather.  We have 

had some real positive comments about the new paint, repairs, fence, concession stand and it being 

air-conditioned. The lifeguards and get cooled off on their break. The times of operation are actually 

7 days a week noon-6:00 p.m.  When school starts it will only be open on the weekends. 

With no other comments or business to discuss, Macias made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Comm.  Russell.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m. 
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