
August 21, 2012 

The Jerseyville City Council met in regular session on Aug 21, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. in the Jerseyville 

City Hall. 

Roll call: Present were Commissioners Andy Macias, Yvonne Hartmann, Billy Russell, Glen Ketchum 

and Mayor Perdun.  Also present was City Attorney, George Wittman.   

Comm. Macias led the opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Comm. Russell, and seconded by Comm. Hartmann to approve the minutes 

of the last regular meeting on Aug 7, 2012. Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, 

motion carried.  

A motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, seconded by Comm. Macias to approve the bills as 

presented.    Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion carried. 

Cliff & Dorothy Coats appeared before the Council and requested a response to a letter questioning 

an Ordinance giving the City the authority to regulate the responsibility to maintain the right of 

way. Mayor Perdun cited from court cases that support the City’s position including statements 

saying that municipalities can restrict or regulate the growing of weeds regardless of the location. 

Tall grass-weeds harbor pests and degrade the aesthetics and property values of other residents. 

Mayor Perdun also said that we are trying to develop health and fight nuisances and so the City 

does believe we have the right to pass the ordinance. “We have passed it and we will enforce it.” 

A motion was made by Comm. Macias, seconded by Comm. Hartmann, to accept the bid from Piasa 

Road Oil to supply and spread 60,000 gallons of road oil on the West side of town for the amount of 

$2.112; total amount to be $126720.00.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Two bids were opened for the backhoe. Vandalia Tractor bid $80,000 with trade-in of $38000, net 

cost at $42000. The bid from Erb Equipment was $82,000 with a trade-in of $38,240, net cost of 

$43,760 on a 5-yr lease @$9936.60, first pmt. due 9/1/13. Comm. Hartmann asked if Vandalia 

offered a lease and they did have both a 3 & 5 year options with pmts. of $14,936.98 and $9,499.06 

respectively. A motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, seconded by Comm. Russell to table the 

bids for 2 weeks for study and bring it back.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

A motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, seconded by Comm. Macias, to approve a tourism grant 

to the Tired Iron Antique Tractor Pulling Assoc. for $1000. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, 

motion carried. 

A motion was made by Comm. Russell, seconded by Comm. Ketchum, to approve a tourism grant to 

the Victorian Festival for $1000. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Comm. Macias said, if the Council approves, he will pursue financing through the City to purchase a 

new street sweeper.  A motion was made by Comm. Macias, seconded by Comm. Ketchum, to 

approve the purchase of a street sweeper. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried.   

Comm. Ketchum explained that there is a need for new windows on the west side of the Complex.  

There are 44 windows to be replaced with 28 new energy-efficient windows for a total cost of 

$27,552 with the job being done by Chris Lorton.  A motion was made by Comm. Ketchum, 

seconded by Comm. Hartmann to approve the purchase of new windows.  Roll call vote showed all 

ayes, no nays, motion carried.  

A motion was made by Comm. Macias, seconded by Comm. Russell, to approve the acceptance of 

Magnolia Lane.  Comm. Macias said It is built to the City specifications and the water & sewer is 

there. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Beverly Manning spoke to the Council concerning their project to use an existing building at    

22987 Cherry Lane for a banquet center for events that would hold about 450 people. They would 

not do any cooking there themselves, the events would be catered. No bar signs would be put up 

and they would only be open when an event was taking place. Plans are included for additional 

parking. They need a Special Use classification in order to apply for a liquor license to have events 

that serve liquor. Pastor Gibson, from the Eastland Baptist Church located across the highway from 

the Manning’s property, said his biggest concern, and that of his congregation, is the drinking and 

pulling out onto the highway at a speed of 55 mph. Randy Manning said it would be good to 

upgrade the property and employ local people to do the renovation. With a promise of additional 
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parking at the location and counting on a “good neighbor” attitude toward policing their area for 

debris, the concerns of the neighbors were addressed.  A motion was made by Comm. Russell, 

seconded by Comm. Macias, to approve the petition of Randy & Beverly Manning to rezone 22987 

Cherry Ln. from B-2 to a B-3 with a Special Use classification.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, 

motion carried. Ord #1595. 

Comm. Macias and Bob Manns of Heneghan & Assoc. explained the routine form, BLR 05512, from 

IDOT is for funds for the Fairgrounds Ave Project. It also spells out the fees, who is to perform the 

work, and the phases included in the project. A motion was made by Comm. Macias, seconded by 

Comm. Hartmann to approve the IDOT Form BLR #05512 for “Construction Engineering Services 

Agreement For MFT Funds”. Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Comm. Macias presented the Kansas City Southern Railway Co. “Right-of-Entry Agreement” giving 

us permission to work within the railroads’ area on the sidewalk, right-of-way area and street for 

the Fairgrounds Ave project. Comm. Macias made a motion, seconded by Comm. Hartmann, to pass 

the KCSR Co. Right-of-Entry Agreement.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

Discussion was held on the possible condemnation process of 1007 W. Spruce. Comm. Hartmann 

asked if the homeowners were aware of the City’s intention to pursue condemnation, how this 

action will affect the attempts to sell the house and their opportunity to fix up the house if the 

owners so desire. Jeff Soer agreed that the neighbors own the property and they have been made 

aware of this action. He did not know how this would affect the sale of the property. They have 

attempted to renovate the house to some degree and would now need a permit to continue. Soer 

has received complaints about the property. George Wittman explained the process begins with 

Council approval to start the process, then there are notices to be sent, time frames to be spelled 

out and a court order to be gained. Comm. Macias made a motion was to proceed with the process 

of condemnation.  Comm. Russell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed Russell, aye; 

Ketchum, aye; Hartmann, nay; Macias, aye; Perdun, aye.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Perdun explained that a TIF (Tax Increment Financing) District has been discussed for 

Jerseyville.  Base taxes are frozen at the current level and the additional income is used to develop 

the area. Other governmental agencies do not lose their taxes.  Jeff Soer had requested proposals 

for a consultant and received responses from PGAV Planners and Moran Economic Development.  

The process includes a resolution to proceed, several public hearings and an Ordinance to be 

passed. Comm. Macias asked if the taxing bodies were on board with this and Soer said they all 

were. Att. Wittman mentioned doing this in increments and Soer said we would make a map of the 

area and hire a consultant. Comm. Macias asked if the process could be cancelled at any time and 

all agreed it could.  It was the consensus of the Council to examine the proposals for a week and 

hold a special meeting on Wed. August 29th at 6:00 p.m. to choose the consultant. Att. Strang & Jeff 

Soer were to contact the references listed by the consultants.  

Duane Fink addressed the Council regarding a neighborhood problem with a barking dog. He had 

requested a copy of the police report and Chief Blackorby asked him to come by the Police Dept to 

pick it up. 

A 6:45 p.m. a motion was made by Comm. Macias, seconded by Comm. Hartmann, to go into closed 

session to discuss personnel.  Roll call vote showed all ayes, no nays, motion carried.  Open session 

resumed and with no further business to conduct, a motion was made by Comm. Hartmann, 

seconded by Comm. Russell, to adjourn.  With all in agreement, Mayor Perdun adjourned the 

meeting. 
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