
JERSEYVILLE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 11, 2020     

115 East Prairie, Jerseyville 
6:00 p.m. 

 
The Jerseyville City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at the Jerseyville City Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present were Commissioners Steve Pohlman, Kevin Stork, Nick Bexheti, Zach Crawford, and Mayor Bill Russell.  City 
Attorney Bill Strang was also present.   
 
Comm. Pohlman led the opening prayer and Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Stork, seconded by Comm. Pohlman to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held 
January 28, 2020.  Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Stork, seconded by Comm. Bexheti to approve the bills as presented in the amount of 
$317,871.31.  Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Pohlman, seconded by Comm. Stork, to approve an ordinance ratifying and approving the 
purchase of a vacant lot located at 120 East Pearl, Jerseyville, using City Tax and General Funds.  Prior to the vote, the Mayor 
spoke regarding social media reminding the public the City Council does not respond to any social media comments, 
suggestions, and or questions.  City Attorney Strang spoke on behalf of the City’s legal rights regarding the funds used to 
purchase vacant lot.  He also detailed the timeline of the Moose building prior to the City signing contract to purchase lot from 
the current owner.  He mentioned utilizing TIF funds to purchase this lot is within the City’s rights, but to eliminate any doubt 
the City Council has decided to use City Tax and General funds.  Mr. Strang also noted the City contacted Adam Stroud from 
PGAV to prepare an analysis to determine a proposed plan for keeping the Moose building and it showed that it would not be 
feasible and an insufficient profitability even with tax credits.  Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion 
carried.     
 
Comm. Pohlman left meeting at this time. 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Crawford, seconded by Comm. Bexheti, to approve the resignation of Steve Calvey from the 
Cemetery Department.  Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Stork, seconded by Comm. Bexheti, to approve sewer plant operator to attend Illinois Section 
American Water Works Association Conference March 23-25 in Springfield, IL.  Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no 
nays, motion carried. 
 
Mr. John Gajewski was present to speak about the building located at 120 East Pearl being torn down.  He believes the Moose 
building is a historic building that can still be useful.  He is disappointed in the City’s decision to tear down the building but 
commended the City Council for utilizing General Funds instead of TIF funds. 
 
Mr. Steve Dougherty, Mayor of Litchfield, also read a statement to the Council regarding his thoughts on the Moose building 
which supported the City’s effort to remove the blighted building.  He mentioned TIF funds are available to use through current 
legislation.  He also stated some buildings just do not meet the criteria and sustainability necessary.             
 
City Attorney Strang left meeting at this time. 
 
No new business 
 
Under public comment, Erica Heitzig spoke to the City Council stating she was in favor of revitalizing the Moose building and 
making it a destination place.  David Wiseheart also spoke in his support of the proposal of Mr. Gajewski for the Moose building 
using it as an event center with it being centrally located.  Frank Butterfield of Landmark Illinois was present to speak of the 
limited revenue for Cities and their efforts in economic development and the option of using tax incentives.    Mike Bridgewater 
asked the Council about people speaking before the Council votes. 
 
 A motion was made by Comm. Stork, seconded by Comm. Bexheti to adjourn the meeting with no other business to be 
discussed.   Roll call vote showed all present voted aye, no nays, motion carried.      



  
  
   
 
    


